THE ADVENTURES OF

VIKING
CRUSADER
Ståle and Annelise have vast sailing experience
spanning over 30 years and have taken part in the ARC
three times along with various other cruising
adventures. The couple from Norway have owned a
total of four Sweden Yachts all of which have been
named Viking Crusader, their current being the superb
Sweden Yachts 40; you may have been lucky enough
to see if you visited us at Open Yard, HISWA or The
Southampton Boat Show.
The couple first started sailing in the waters around
Norway, Sweden and Denmark before deciding they
were ready for a more serious challenge. Along with
their two children Hilde and Marius, who were eight and
six respectively at the time, they decided to take part in
the very first ARC in 1986 aboard their Sweden Yachts
340. This trip took them 12 months where they sailed
from Norway via England, France, Spain, Portugal,
Madeira, The Canary Islands and finally on to the
Caribbean where they spent six months exploring these
beautiful islands. Their return journey to Norway took
them via Bermuda, The Azores, England and the Kiel
Canal.
Ten years later in 1996, the family were ready to take
part in the ARC yet again in the 10th Anniversary Rally,
this time along with their now teenage children and
aboard their new Sweden Yachts 390. This was again
another 12 months spent aboard visiting many
countries along the way and this time with their
daughter’s house rabbit, a fact that gave Customs a
reason to chuckle on numerous occasions.
In 2010 Ståle and Annelise were drawn to the ARC yet
again for the 25th Anniversary Rally, this time they
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would take part as a double-handed crew and aboard
their brand-new Sweden Yachts 40. The couple had
great success on this rally, coming 1st for the best
double-handed crew overall and 2nd in class.
The longest period of time they have spent aboard
was in 2017; once again on their Sweden Yachts 40,
although this time there was no rally involved. The
couple sailed the coasts of northern Europe, the Bay
of Biscay, Spain and Portugal to the Mediterranean
for several months before sailing to Cartagena, Spain.
After spending the winter exploring this Spanish city,
they sailed to Marseille, France where the mast was
taken down then delivered, by car, to Amsterdam.
They then began a wonderful journey on the rivers
and canals of Europe before eventually sailing the
boat back to Scandinavia.
In between ARCs Ståle and Annelise have sailed
extensively spending prolonged periods aboard their
various Sweden Yachts in The Shetland Isles,
Scotland and Germany, just to name a few. Sailing
has given them the opportunity to travel and explore
at their own pace with the added joy of travelling
aboard their own yacht whilst at the same time
enjoying the wonderful sport of sailing. It will be
exciting to see where their next adventure takes
them.
A little about their Sweden Yachts 40- After years of
experience Ståle and Annelise knew exactly what
they wanted in a boat and it is therefore equipped as
follows: 3 double cabins, 2 heads with showers, large
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saloon, chart table, galley with fridge and
fridge/freezer, stove and oven – along with most of
the equipment for long-distance sailing. Electronic
equipment includes a Raymarine plotter, radar,
autopilot, VHF and sailing instruments operated from
the cockpit, and the navigational space inside the boat
with Digital Yacht's marinized PC and display
integrated with all Raymarine products as well as
GPS, satellite phone and AIS transmitter/receiver.
Also included are an emergency transmitter, portable
VHF and GPS. Finally, they have a wind generator,
water maker and a suit of North Sails consisting of
mainsail, self-tacking jib, Code 0, gennaker and cutter
sail.
If you would like to know more about Ståle and
Annelise’s sailing experiences you can visit their
website www.langturseilas.com and if you would like
to know more about the various ARC rallies available
then please visit www.worldcruising.com .
Text by Lydia Spencer-Smith
Photographs by Ståle & Annelise
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